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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, NI 

SUB J : NIGERIAN INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 

REFS: (A) STATE 203978 
(B) STATE 025326 

tv FEDERAL COMMISSIONER FOR TRADE WEINKE BRIGGS REVEALED DEC. 13 
IN SPEECH AT OPENING SESSION OF CONFERENCE OF TRADE COMMISSIONERS 
IN IBADAN THAT NIGERIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR HAS BEEN POST 
PONED TO 1976. ALSO, SITE OF TRADE FAIR HAS BEEN CHANGED. 

ORIGINAL LOCATION ON LAGOS-BEDAGRY ROAD IS "WATER-LOGGED'’, AND 
NEW 800-ACRE SITE HAS BEEN ACQUIRED. A CONTRACT FOR DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE PROPERTY HAS BEEN LET TO A "REPUTABLE FOREIGN FIRM." TOTAL 
COST OF FAIR NOW ESTIMATED AT N 50 MILLION. 

2. MR. B. O. ODESEYE, HIGER TRADE OFFICER IN EXPORT PROMOTIONS 
AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIRS DIVISION, MINISTRY OF TRADE, TOLD 
EMBOFF DEC 14 THAT HE EXPECTS FAIR TO BE HELD IN SEPT. OR OCT. 1976. 
NEW SITE IS ON OPPOSITE SIDE OF BADAGRY ROAD FROM ORIGINAL LOCA- 
TION 

AND SOMEWHAT FARTHER FROM LAGOS. SITE PREPARATION WORK IS TO 
BEGIN VERY SHORTYL. FMG-BUILT FACILITIES WILL BE SEPARATE OPEN 
PAVILLIONS. EXHIBITORS WILL BE FREE TO BUILD THEIR OWN STRUCTURES 
IF THEY WISH. 
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3. EMBASSY ASSUMES STATEMENT IN REF. A THAT USDOC NOT CONSIDERING 
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PARTICIPATION LAGOS FAIR AT THIS TIME MERELY REFLECTED 
DIFFICULTY OF PLANNING WITHOUT MORE SPECIFIC INFO RE TIMING. 

AS STATED LAGOS 9864 DEC 72 WE BELIEVE SIGNIFICANT US PARTICIPATION 
THIS LARGEST EVER NIGERIAN TRADE EVENT IS ESSENTIAL. 

NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS COMMUNITY CONFIDENTLY EXPECT 
THAT US-COUNTRY'S SECOND LARGEST TRADING PARTNER- WILL 
PARTICIPATE WITH MEANINGFUL AND HIGHZ-QUALITY EXHIBITION. 
CENTRAL QUESTION IN OUR VIEW IS HOW BEST WE CAN CARRY OUT 
EFFORT WITHIN LIMITATIONS OF AVAILABLE FUNDS. 

4. EMBASSY WILL SUGGEST DESIRED LEVELS USDOC PARTICIPATION 
IN REPLY TO STATE 243170. DUE NOT LATER THAN JANUARY 30, 1974. 

REF. B INDICATED THAT USDOC WOULD PARTICIPATE AND EMBASSY 
CONTINUES TO ASSUME ONLY QUESTION IS TYPE OF USDOC PARTICIPA- 
TION. 

CROSBY 
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